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About Summit Farms

Borders Millersylvania 

State Park

Protected Wetlands and 

State Parkland to the 

east)

Mt. Rainier about 50 

miles due east

Old Highway 99 

(Oregon Trail)

• Summit Farms is a small family-owned sustainable farm, environmentally 
managed, growing to organic practices, utilizing the best growing methods of our 
Pioneers and Native Americans combined with modern, regenerative ways.  

• The 34 beautiful acres of Summit Farms are situated near Millersylvania State Park 
and include a 1910 two-story Gambrel barn and Event Center/Milk Parlor, a 1912 three-
story original farmhouse along with a recently restored century old Root Cellar, three 
Greenhouses, five full RV hook-up spaces (open seasonally), a private Cedar-lined 
authentic Finnish steam sauna and fields to grow and play in.  We want all our visitors 
to experience their own joy and happiness when here.

• We are zoned Agri-Tourism for Thurston County, and our intention is to show how 
small family farms can still thrive and help lead the way for solving food insecurities 
along with managing droughts. By protecting valuable farmland, strengthening the 
local food systems to enjoy the benefits of good nutrition, health, community health, 
and strong economic development and environmental stewardship to nurture a more 
vibrant local food system, and more visitors and tourism for the local community. 



Our Vision, Mission & Strategy
Growing and Gathering Together

Vision
To restore, enhance and preserve the land through intentional environmental and 
conservation stewardship and partnerships, while building a profitable organic 
growing farm and agritourism destination business for future generations.

Mission
Demonstrate how a small family farm can successfully grow healthy, nutritious 
food for the local communities and for visitors to also have the farm experience, 
while nurturing the soul in the peaceful, natural environment.

Grow Strategy
1. Focus – Grow fewer types and varieties of crops, that are known sellers.
2. Scale – Volume vegetables, grown in succession throughout the season.
3. Sales – Increase sales-per-day at Markets/SSF while maximizing Farm2School.
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Summit Farms Path to Organic Certification

WSDA Certified 
OG

Benefits Costs

Organic System 
PlanWhole Farm Plan

• Increase Sales
• Market 

Recognition
• More 

Opportunities
• Increase Yields
• Environmental

• Time
• Application and 

Inspection Fees
• Yearly 

Recertification 
• Limited Seeds
• Record Keeping

Keys to Success

• Diverse Routes to 
Market (F2S)

• Promotion/Social
• Partnerships
• Community 

Support

Risk Mitigation

• Seek Advice 
(WSDA)

• Learn from Others
• Track Everything
• Reimbursable 

Fees

• Crops/Variety
• Seasonal Timing
• Resources
• Income/Cost
• Routes to Market
• Conservation

• Biodiversity
• Crop Rotation
• Sustainability
• Weed/Pest Management
• Environmental Buffers
• Composting

Summit Farms 
Vision & Strategy
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Our Partnerships Strategy
Public/Private, County, State, Federal Supported

Washington 
State 

University 
(WSU)

Thurston 
Conservation 

District 
(TCD)

Partners for 
Fish & 

Wildlife
(U.S. F&W)

National 
Resource 

Conservation 
Service 
(NRCS)

Tilth 
Alliance

Washington 
State Dept. of  

Agriculture 
(WSDA)

Thurston 
Economic 

Development 
Council 

(EDC)

Department 
of Natural 
Resources 

(DNR)

Washington 
State Farmers 

Market 
Association 

(WSFMA)

• Farm Strategy support
• Business Plan & Budgeting

Washington 
State Farm 
to School 
Program 

(F2S)

• Tumwater Farmers Market (chair)
• Olympia Farmers Market

Thurston 
County 
School 

Districts 
(OSD/TMW)

Community 
Giving-Back 

(TCFB)

• Thurston County Food Bank
• Cascadia Cares (starts)
• ASHHO Cultural Center

• WA Steering Committee
• Rainier Farm to School

• Olympia Farm Tours
• Rainier Farm to School
• Tumwater School garden

• Wildfire Ready Neighbors
• Native Tree Seedlings

• Cultivating Success
• Whole Farm Plan

• Organic Certification (future)
• Egg Licenses
• Farm to School program

• Oregon Spotted Frog (OSP)
• Riparian Zone

• 2024 Tilth Grant awardee
• Complete Field-Fencing
• Soil, Nutrition, Compost

• 96’ x 30’ High Tunnel
• North P/L Hedgerows (ranking)
• Low Tunnels (3) (ranking)
• Conservation Reserve Program

• Voluntary Conservation Plan
• Soil Testing
• Native Plants



Our Education Strategy
Sustainable Agriculture, “Seed to Stomach”

Book 
Readings

Farm Tours

School 
Gardens

Apprentices

Farm to 
School







2025 Growing Strategies:
Focus, Scale and Sales

• Scale Up Cash Crops (carrots & lettuce)
• Increase quantity of quality tomatoes
• Specialize in a range of peppers (seeds, starts, seedlings, produce)
• Reliably-timed crops: cucumbers, zucchini, onions, shallots, garlic and scapes)
• Hope for a Mast year in fruit and nuts

KEYS TO SUCCESS
• Fully utilized High Tunnel (Greenhouse 3)
• Fully utilize fenced East Field 1 

• Automated irrigation and drip system key to above – mandatory for success
• Quick start in mid-February for early starts
• Fewer types and proven varieties
• Soil Health (nutrients)
• Go-to-Market

• Farm2School

Big Rock:

Organic Certification                                  
by Fall 2025



Dragoon Mini Romaine
Nancy Boston type

Chalupa
Sweet romaine with 

bolt tolerance

New Red Fire
Red leaf with heat 

tolerance

Coastal Star
Heat tolerant full-size 

romaine

Truchas
Dark red mini 

romaine

Pomegranate Crunch Mid-size red romaine

Riptide Baby leaf

Spinach

Tundra
Semi-savoy spring & 

fall

Equinox
Bloomsdale type 

spring & fall

2025 Grow Plan by Type: 
Lettuce & Spinach



Sunrise Bumblebee Yellow (sun gold)

Pink Bumblebee Pink/gold cherry

New Girl 4-6oz red early

Woodstock Green Bi-Color

Marmalade Skies Orange

Pink Berkeley Tie Dye 8-12oz green/pink

Valencia Orange

Washington Cherry Cherry

Martha Washington Red Beefsteak

De Milpa Tomatillo

New Girl

Washington 
Cherry

Woodstock

Sunrise 
Bumblebee

Pink 
 Bumblebee

Marmalade Skies
Valencia

Pink Berkeley 
Tie DieMartha WashingtonDe Milpa Tomatillo

2025 Grow Plan by Type: 
Tomatoes



2025 Grow Plan by Type: 
Peppers

Lunchbox Pepper Sweet & colorful

Shishito Tried and true

Carmen Italian Sweet

Jalapeno Early

Habanero Helios

Capperino Cherry Pepper

Cayenne Red Flame

Ghost
Carolina Reaper
Anaheim

Cayenne Ghost Carolina Reaper Anaheim

Jalapeno Habanero Capperino Cherry

Lunchbox Shishito Carmen



Carrots

Napoli Fall planting
Yellowstone Yellow
Caravel Early Nantes

Zucchini/Cukes

Dunja Zucchini Summer
Marketmore 76 Summer
Cool Customer Pickling

Herbs – Cilantro

Calypso
Cruiser

2025 Grow Plan by Type: 
Carrots, Cukes, Zucchini & Herbs

Napoli Yellowstone Caravel

Dunja Zucchini Marketmore 76 Cuke Cool Customer Cuke

Calypso Cilantro Cruiser Cilantro



2025 Grow Plan by Type;
Garlic, Onions and Shallots

Garlic

Music Over-Winter
Northern German Over-Winter
Elephant Over-Winter

Onions & Shallots

Yellow Rock Winter & Spring
Red Wethersfield Winter & Spring
Red Shallots Winter & Spring



Thank You so much to everyone that have 

given us incredible advice, support and love!

We can’t wait for you to visit us!
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